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for each day's work laid out, on their backs with open
leaves, along the table, so as to spare him the trouble
of incessantly running to his shelves and taking down
each time a new volume, and then, when he supposed
he had done with it, putting it back into its place and
out of his way, only perhaps to find, a few minutes later,
that he wanted to refer to the book again, and must
drag it from its shelf anew.   Freeman himself expatiated
with great delight on the advantages of this plan, and
showed how the books that he wanted for each day's
work could find ample space to lie outspread without
encroaching on each other.   He declared that it was
always a mystery to him how any author could get
through his work satisfactorily who allowed his books
to he piled on the top of each other, so that they had
constantly to be readjusted, or who could not verify a
citation or a date without having to go to his shelves
and take some particular volume down every time in the
day he wanted to consult it.   He dwelt with amusing
and humorous exaggeration on the priceless simplicity
of his method,  and on the extraordinary vagueness
of mind which induced so many authors to pile one
book upon another.    Freeman also talked with much
humour about the curious prepossession of fixed belief
which made foreigners in general assume that every
English author must necessarily have London for his
dwelling-place.   He declared that he had met many dis-
tinguished foreigners who found it almost impossible to
believe that he did not live in London and never pro-
posed to make London his home.   "What especially sur-
prised and charmed me in Freeman was the amount of
genuine humour which he could set playing, without
effort, around the most ordinary subject.    I might have
expected grim sarcasm or contempt displaying itself in
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